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by five presents. It should be observed, by the way,
that what passes for a word and for a present at public
meetings must be of some considerable value. The
first of these presents was but a salute and an honor
that they paid to Monsieur the Governor, and to all
our French. The second, a request that the ware-
houses be opened for trade. The third, a prayer
that the price of the goods be reduced. The fourth
and the fifth were in thanksgiving for the trouble
taken in going to teach them in their country amid
so many dangers, and through so many enemies who
threaten but fire and flames. They gave two pres-
ents for that purpose, because, they said, that was of
much greater importance than anything else on earth.
They begged us to persevere constantly, stating that
the country had a great affection for [45] a doctrine
that promised a life as sweet in its delights as it was
of long duration.

Monsieur the Chevalier de Montmagny also gave
them presents in return,— one, among others, to
soothe the minds of the country that had been dis-
turbed on account of the murder committed on the
person of a Frenchman. The Hurons uttered a thou-
sand insults against the murderers, so that Monsieur
de Montmagny — seeing that they disapproved of the
crime, for which they had given satisfaction accord-
ing to the laws of their country — showed them by
this present that in his mind the dead man had come
to life again. He gave another present to urge them
earnestly to keep the promise that they had given,
that they would willingly listen to the Preachers of
the Gospel. It is a strange thing that, as a rule,
men yield to God only through calamities. Since


